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A is a shy child, who always shows emotion. In 
order to get to know her, you need to show 
her a lot of love and earn her trust. She lives 

with her father because her mother disappeared 
from her life when she was two months old: her 
twin brother died, and her mother left the family. 
A. has been coming to “Heart of a Child” for five 
years now. Ever since she started school. She 
needed socialization and help with homework, so 
our relationship began naturally and continues 
consistently.

She still remembers the emotions she felt at the first 
meeting with the people and the other children from 
the Day Center. “When I first came here, I remember 
being ashamed. I was shy, I was afraid. But then I 
was over it, and I met Alex and Andra and I played 
with them. After that I became friends with the 
other children. I realised I shouldn’t be shy, but this 
is how I am. When I go to a new place, I am more shy 
than usual. I was like that at school in the beginning 
as well, but it passed quickly. Now, after such a long 
time at the Foundation, I feel really good, I don’t 
know, it is like I was born here.”, says A. 
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She does not know what she 

will do next year, but she knows 

what she wants to do in life

A. does not have short term 
plans. She does not want much 
from 2022, but she knows 
exactly what she will do when 
she grows up. “Next year I will 
be a year older, that is, I will be 
more mature. I want to leave 
childhood behind. I mean, I 
like playing and doing different 
activities, but I don’t really like 
playing games that someone 
tells me to play but I don’t want 
to. I’m waiting for the New Year 
to come because I like New 
Year’s Eve. I like firecrackers and 
fireworks.”, A. explains. 

“I’ve seen them many times and 
I was paying attention to them. 
And I thought I like helping 

people. I’ve even helped my 
grandfather once, he was about 
to run out of breath and I took 
him inside the house. He had a 
spray that he didn’t remember 
where he had placed it, and I 
found it and gave it to him and 
he got better. I wasn’t scared 
at all, I mean, I was just a little 
scared, but I quickly went inside 
the house and called my father 
and aunt. When they arrived, 
my grandfather was already 
better.”, tells A, thinking about 
the noble job she set out to do. 
To convince us that her plans 
are as realistic as possible 
and that they fit her perfectly, 
she confesses to us: “I like the 
smell of a hospital, but I do 
not know why. I also like the 
smell of something sweet, like 
doughnuts, pancakes, sweet 
bread, but, I don’t know why, 
I like the smell of a hospital 
more.”, claims A.

„ When I grow up, I’ll be an 
ambulance nurse. Whenever I 
saw an ambulance coming, I 
liked how the staff were helping 
the people. I like this profession.

Along all the existing 

shortcomings came the 

pandemic

On top of all the injustices so 
far, there has been another 
problem: the pandemic. It’s 
a global disaster, it’s true, it’s 
ours, everyone’s, but probably 
the effects have been even 
worse for families that were 
already dealing with other 
shortcomings. Since September, 
A. has only been to school for 
a few days, then had to switch 
to online lessons. In these 
conditions, it was essential for 
her to continue to socialize, 
and this happened at the Day 
Center. For a long time from 
the beginning of this school 

year, A. did her homework in 
the morning with the teachers 
and pupils from the foundation, 
then went home for the online 
lessons in front of the computer.

Without the chance to have at 
least half normalcy, A. would 
be just another victim of online 
education, of the pandemic, 
of a period that stubbornly 
accompanies us more than our 
children deserve.



Help us write 

stories with a

happy end! 

At Heart of a Child Foundation we say 
stories filled with kindness. 

Poverty should not be a barrier to success. Heart of a Child helps 
children, parents, and their communities in difficult and at-risk 
situations with medical, educational, emotional, and economic 
support. 

Together, we can transform inequality into equal opportunity, 
creating strong and inclusive communities. We have been doing this 
for 25 years in the poorest area of Romania: Galati, Braila, Vrancea 
and Vaslui.

Here at the foundation we believe in kindness, kindness that heals, 
no matter what. We let ourselves guided by the stories of the 
children and young people we support, and we make a purpose out 
of helping them raise their voices. They are the ones for whom we are 
here every day.

Donate here!

https://inimadecopil.ro/en/donate/

